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CHARGING FEES FOR ACCESS OF ETHICS REVIEWS
Thank you for agreeing to participate in this survey. Your participation in this survey is voluntary and you have the liberty not to answer any of the questions. We hope you will participate as the information gathered will allow the research ethics community and all research stakeholders to better understand whether it is essential that Research Ethics Committees (RECs) charge fees for access to ethics reviews and how the RECs can ensure that the practice remains ethical. 
Background
It is widely recognized that RECs need administrative and financial support for quality and timely review of protocols and these costs are high. However the actual costs in Africa are not known. Most RECs in Africa do not have a dedicated budget for REC administrative purposes (www.researchethics.org). Examples from  developed countries like the UK, indicate that the estimated operating costs of one research ethics committee are £36,000 per annum, if both direct and indirect costs (such as time taken by committee members for review) are taken into account. This does not include start-up costs, reimbursement of costs of travel, costs of interacting with other committees, or of monitoring and evaluating approved projects1. In the US, ethics review committees may cost up to S$500,000 per annum to support2. Preliminary results from MARC database showed that most Research Ethics Committees (RECs) in Africa have limited financial support for REC administration and management. A few RECs reported having no dedicated budget but received financial support from Government, external funding or charged a fee for services rendered.
The question raised on GHDonline (www.ghdonline.org ) Aug. 12, 2013 –Aug. 16, 2013 as to “how much ethical clearance fees for health research is ethical and what is the process for clearance in your country?” motivated  our organization to  seek for more detailed answers to this important question. The discussions showed that many RECs charge fees but these are not stipulated. Secondly there seems to be no national or regional policies or systematic information about this issue. Some responses seemed to suggest that RECs can charge fees as long as they are not too steep to be prohibitive and stifle knowledge.
"All information will be kept confidential (only COHRED Africa staff involved with this project will see all information), but we feel that tariffs and fees charged by RECs should actually be public information. 

Therefore: we will only publish aggregate information on the information given by you to all questions, except to the actual fee information in questions 1-4: 

 IF YOU AGREE TO THIS (BY TICKING THE BOX), WE CAN UPLOAD THIS INFORMATION FOR YOU - IN OUR PAN-AFRICAN WEBSITE FOR RESEARCH ETHICS COMMITTEES (www.researchethicsweb.org)

 IF YOU DO NOT AGREE (BY TICKING THE OTHER BOX), WE WILL ONLY USE THE INFORMATION IN QUESTIONS 1-4 TO PROVIDE AGGREGATE COSTING INFORMATION.
                        				

:       I AGREE: YOU CAN POST THE INFORMATION TO QUESTIONS 1-4 ON THE WEBSITE (www.researchethicsweb.org) AND USE ALL OTHER INFORMATION FOR AGGREGATE ANALYSIS AND PRESENTATION


          I DO NOT AGREE: PLEASE USE ALL INFORMATION PROVIDED IN THIS QUESTIONNAIRE FOR AGGREGATE ANALYSIS AND PRESENTATION ONLY.

By answering the questions below you have consented to participating in the survey.
1Squires SB (2001).Personal communication. Liverpool school of Tropical Medicine
2Wikler D (2000). Personal Communication .WHO

As a follow up, we are interested in getting more details about the services offered by your REC and the cost of these services as well your opinions about whether you consider it ‘essential ‘ that RECs charge fees for access to REC reviews and how RECs can systematically ensure that the process remains ‘ethical’. Kindly complete the follow-up survey below. 

1. Please indicate your ethics review fees   for the following services (Feel free to indicate fee in your local currency, conversions will be made). For RECs that do not charge fees please go to question 10

	No
	Service
	Amount Charged (USD)

	1.
	New Clinical Trial Application
	

	2.
	New Biomedical Application
	

	3.
	New behavioral Application
	

	4.
	Other studies (specify) 
	

	5.
	Expedited review
	

	6.
	Continuing Review/Annual Review
	

	7.
	Amendment
	

	8.
	Study Close out application
	

	9. 
	Undergraduate research review
	

	10.
	Masters research review
	

	11.
	Doctorate research review
	

	12.
	Post doctorate research  review 
	

	13
	Re-submissions
	

	14.
	Sub-study
	

	15.
	Other (specify)
	




2. How long is the above application fee valid for? 
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________



3. What is the form of payment required

a. Bank transfer
b. Cheque
c. Cash
d. Other (specify)

4. Is your charge; 
a. Fixed 
b. Negotiable 
c. Levy of a percentage of the research grant
d. Other (specify)
5. Does your REC have a policy for charging fees
a. Yes
b. No
6. [bookmark: _GoBack]How do you ensure that charging fees does not compromise the integrity of the process of ethical review and monitoring of approved research?(Please give examples)
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
7. How does your REC ensure impartiality and transparency in keeping the processes of collecting, administration and use of fees separate from administration of the REC activities? (Please  give examples)

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
8. How does your REC ensure that research proposals that would otherwise be considered are not prevented from being considered because of lack of affordability of fees e.g. by students or some members of the public whose research is self-funded?
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
9. Briefly explain how the fee charged helps in the administration and management of your commit. ?(Give examples)

-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
10. If your committee does not charge fees for access to ethics reviews, what is your source of budget for management and administration of your REC activities-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------


11. (i) In your opinion, do you consider it ‘essential’  for the RECs too charge a fee for access to REC reviews? (Please elaborate)
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
	


(ii) How can RECs ensure that this practice remains ethical?
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

12. Do you wish to receive a copy of the final report?
                 YES



                   NO


You have come to the end of this survey. Thank you for agreeing to participate in this survey! If have any questions, comments or suggestions you would like to add, please do so in the comments box below.





Please complete the survey and return to; 
Mary Kasule
E-mail: kasule@cohred.org 
Tel: +267 391 3328 Ext, 6427
Mobile: +267 71862559
Fax: +267 391 3289
 
For any other questions please contact:
Boitumelo Mokgatla-Moipolai
Head of COHRED Africa Office
Botswana Innovation HUB
P/Bag 00265 
Plot 50654, Machel Drive
Maranyane House (BOTEC)
Gaborone, Botswana
Tel: +267 391 3328 Ext, 6427
Fax: +267 391 3289
E-mail: mokgatla@cohred.org 
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